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1969 TREASURER'S REPORT 
CASH INVEST- PAY- CURRENT TOTAL 
MENTS ABLE ACCOUNT ASSETS 
Balance January 1, 1969 per 1968 report 341. 98 1,575.35 1,917.33 
Accrued interest not reported 26.70 26.70 
Underpaid dues paid for 1.00 1.00 
Adjusted balance 342.98 1,602.05 1,945.03 
RECEIPTS 
Member- 114 Active $4 456.00 
ships 33 Sustaining $6 198.00 
22 Family Active $6 l32.00 
4 Family Sustaining $8 32.00 
19 Student $2 38.00 856.00 
Subscrip- 33 Direct $4 l32.00 
tions 30 Agency $3.50 105.00 
1 1.5 years $3 5.25 
1 Foreign Agency 3.75 246.00 
Misce1- Checklists 77 .00 
1aneous Field Cards 38.77 
Review Copies 118.00 
Emblem Lecals 3.50 
Spring Meeting (net) 40.19 
Interest Earned 25.00 45.75 
Gifts 38.00 
Memorial Fund 10.00 396.21 
Total Receipts 1,452.46 45.75 1,498.21 
DISBURSEMENTS 
Review Printing 464.10 227.63 
Postage 80.00 771.73 
Officers Glenn LeDioyt 30.22 
Expenses Larry Holcomb 63.89 
Mrs. James Tate Jr. 4.12 
Kent Fiala 9.95 
R. G. Cortelyou 28.02 136.20 
Misce1- Corporation Fee 3.00 
1aneous Fidelity Bond 10.00 
BiOlogical Style Book 3.00 
Membership Cards 66.83 
Dues Notice Cards l3.57 
Brochures 38.76 
Stationery 42.23 177.39 
Total Disbursements 829.67 255.65 1,085.32 
Net Gain for 1969 412.89 
Investments to Cash 102.05 002.05) 
Balance Lecember 1969 1,067.82 1,545.75 255.65 2,357.92 
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1969 NEBRASKA NESTING SURVEY 
Compiled by Dr. Esther V. Bennett 
Data on the 1969 Nesting Season 
in Nebraska were received from 
twenty-six observers, reporting on 
sixty-four species from nineteen 
counties. Counties in the tabulation 
are listed in a west to east order, 
with the northern-most of approxi-
mately equal locations given first. N 
represents nests observed; Y repre-
sents young observed; and E repre-
sents eggs (from NOU Nesting 
Report forms). Numbers represent 
Nest Record Cards. Fifty-three Spe-
cies were reported on 1,498 North 
American Nest Record Cards. 
The counties (with column num-
bers on the tabulation shown in par-
entheses) and the contributors were: 
Adams (11) G. A. Anderson, Ellen 
R. Ritchey, Harold Turner, B. E. 
Welch; Buffalo (9) John C. W. 
Bliese; Cass (19) Mrs. Sigvald Jen-
sen; Cherry (4) Larry C. Holcomb; 
Clay (13) Elden and Ruth Percival; 
Cuming (15) Larry E. Eineman; 
Custer (7) Eva Mae Kieborz; Dawes 
(2) Doris Gates, Leta M. Neeland; 
Dawson (8) Ray S. Wycoff; Doug-
las (18) R. G. Cortelyou, Larry C. 
Holcomb, Bill Latta; Dodge (16) 
Larry C. Holcomb; Hamilton (12) 
Ruth Percival; Holt (10) Larry C. 
Holcomb; Lancaster (17) Oscar 
Alexis, Esther Bennett, Mrs. F. 
Blacketer, Howard and Shirley 
Doole, Frances L. Taylor; Lincoln 
(6) Mrs. Morris Cox, Gail M. 
Schickley; McPherson (5) Oona S. 
Bassett; Sheridan (3) Larry C. 
Holcomb; Sioux (1) Larry C. Hol-
comb; York (14) Lee E. Morris. 
Larry C. Holcomb submitted 1,143 
Nest Record Cards, with 1,068 of 
these from Douglas County. Other 
persons who contributed 20 or more 
cards were Oona Bassett (124), 
Howard and Shirley Doole (55) , 
Leta Neeland (28), and Frances 
Taylor (59). 
Species reported in the 1968 Nest-
ing Survey which were not reported 
in 1969 include: Great Blue Heron, 
American Bittern, Common Mergan-
ser, Swainson's Hawk, Golden Eagle, 
Greater Prairie Chicken, Sharp-
tailed Grouse, Virginia Rail, Sora, 
American Coot, Upland Plover, 
American Avocet, Wilson's Phala-
rope, Rock Dove, Burrowing Owl, 
Chimney Swift, Red-bellied W ood-
pecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Great 
Crested Flycatcher, Eastern Phoebe, 
Eastern Wood Pewee, Horned Lark, 
Cliff Swallow, Purple Martin, Wood 
Thrush, Brewer's Blackbird, and In-
digo Bunting. 
The following species were re-
ported for 1969 but not for 1968: 
Western Grebe, Black - crowned 
Night Heron, Wood Duck, Red-tailed 
Hawk, Piping Plover, Forster's Tern, 
Least Tern, Black-capped Chickadee, 
Mountain Bluebird, Yellow headed 
Blackbird, Vesper Sparrow, and 
Chipping Sparrow. There were no 
additions to the total of 129 species 
previously reported for 1964-68 
(NBR 37:45). 
R. G. Cortelyou reported: nests of 
Least Tern and Piping Plover from 
DeSoto Bend Refuge, Harrison 
County, Iowa. The site is an old 
river bed which was the state line, 
and the nests might have been in 
Washington County, Nebraska. He 
also reported Mourning Dove, Red-
winged Blackbird, Robin, and Cat-
bird nests from Carter Lake and 
Lake Manawa, Pottawattamie Coun-
ty, Iowa. Frances Taylor reported 
Robin and Brown Thrasher nests 
from Salina, Kansas, and Oona S. 
Bassett reported nests of Allen's 
Hummingbird, Broad-billed Hum-
mingbird, Warbling Vireo, Black-
throated Sparrow, and Phainopepla 
from Arizona. 
- Text continued on page 9 
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Appreciation is expressed to the 
contributors for their 1969 data. It 
is hoped that many more NOU 
members will be able to participate 
in the 1970 survey. 
The Nest Record Cards have been 
rev~sed for 1970 in order to facilitate 
data recording by the contributors 
and for computer analysis. All fu-
ture reports should be made on the 
new card form. Contributors should 
destroy all unused cards from 1969 
and previous years. To obtain 1970 
cards and instruction sheets, write 
to Dr. Esther Bennett, 600 South 
33rd, Lincoln, Nebraska 68510. Com-
pleted cards should be returned to 
Dr. Bennett by October 1, 1970. 
1969 FALL MEETING AND FALL FIELD DAYS 
The Nebraska Orinthologists' 
Union and the Nebraska Chapter of 
the Wildlife Society held a joint 
meeting at Kearney State College on 
October 11, 1969, with sixty six per-
sons registered. The program was: 
The Biology Program at Kearney 
State College, Dr. Ole Kolstad of 
KSC. 
Breeding Biology of the Traill's 
Flycatcher, Dr. Larry C. Holcomb, 
Creighton University. 
Activities of Missouri River Basin 
Studies in Nebraska, James W. Tee-
ter, Bureau of Sport Fisheries and 
Wildlife. 
Pesticides and the Environment, C. 
C. Phillip Agee, Game Commission. 
Report on Pesticides in Nebraska 
Waterships, Norman Stuckey, Game 
Commission. 
Preliminary Report on the Effects 
{)f Parathion on Juvenile Pheasants, 
Carl W. Wolfe, Game Commission 
Preliminary Investigations into 
Effects of Malathion on Small Mam-
mal Populations, Bill Erwin, Uni-
versity of Nebraska at Omaha. 
Status Report on Trumpeter Swan 
Introduction in Nebraska, Frank 
Deatrich, Game. Commission. 
Notes on Behavior of the Yellow-
breasted Chat, Mike Haddix, Univer-
sity of Nebraska at Omaha. 
Wildlife and Management on the 
Nebraska National Forest, Dan 
Heinz, Forest Service. 
Studies of Breeding Long-billed 
Curlew, Dr. Mary Tremaine, U. of 
N. Medical School. 
A slide-fest was held in the even-
ing. 
The field trip in the afternoon of 
October 11 was given up after a 
short time because of adverse weath-
er conditions, and the trip to Sacra-
mento Game Management Area 
planned for October 12 was canceled 
because of heavy drifting snow. 
The Field Days scheduled for the 
Dead Timber Recreation Area, near 
West Point, for October 18 and 19 
were scarcely more successful. There 
were two participants on Saturday 
and four on Sunday. The weather 
was cool, calm, foggy, and rather 
dark. Fifty species were observed on 
at least one of the two days: 
Pied-billed Grebe, Mallard, Wood 
Duck; Sharp-shinned, Red-tailed, 
Marsh, and Sparrow Hawks; Ring-
necked Pheasant, Killdeer; Rock and 
Mourning Doves; Great Horned Owl, 
Belted Kingfisher, Flicker; Red-bell-
ied, Red-headed, Hairy and Downy 
Woodpeckers; Horned Lark, Barn 
Swallow, Blue Jay, Common Crow, 
Black - capped Chickadee, White-
breasted Nuthatch; House and Win-
ter Wrens; Robin, Eastern Bluebird; 
Golden-crowned and Ruby-crowned 
Kinglets; Starling, Myrtle Warbler, 
House Sparrow, Western Meadow-
lark; Redwinged and Brewer's Black-
birds; Common Grackle, Brown-
headed Cowbird, Cardinal, American 
Goldfinch, Rufous - sided Towhee, 
Slate-colored Junco; Tree, Harris' 
White-crowned, Whitethroated, Fox. 
Lincoln's and Song Sparrow. 
Unidentified geese were heard, 
and several sparrows were unidenti-
fied because they didn't stop long 
enough for identification in the poor 
light. 
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1969 CHRISTMAS COUNT 
Eighty-two species were recorded 
in the 1969 Christmas counts, and 
four others were recorded as present 
during the count period but not 
sighted on the count itself. The com-
parable figures for 1968 were eighty 
and two, but the two species of 
meadowlarks were reported sepa-
rately. The difference would have 
been one larger had a possible sight-
ing of Wheatears been included in 
the Wymore column (see below.) The 
individual count of over 119,891 was 
much higher than the 56,851 report-
ed last year, due primarily to the 
much higher count of Mallards at 
Scottsbluff and Starlings at Lincoln. 
Nemaha County reported only 
"Flickers", Omaha only Yellow-
shafted Flickers, and the other 
counts reported both the Red and 
the Yellow-shafted forms. Scotts-
bluff, Greeley, and Hastings speci-
fied "Western" for their Meadow-
larks, while the others gave no spe-
cies designation. 
The columns are arranged in an 
approximate west (left) to east 
(right) order, with the northern-
most point shown first when points 
are about of the same longitude. The 
symbol "P" is used to indicate spe-
cies present during the count period 
but not observed on the count day. 
Greeley, December 31. Fifteen-
mile diameter circle with Pibel State 
Recreational Area on the north, 
Greeley on the south, Moody farm on 
the west, and areas in between. 
Fifty-five miles by vehicle, six miles 
by foot. 9 AM to 5 :30 PM. No wind, 
24 ° at start and finish, 33 ° high for 
the day. Completely overcast. Rivers 
open, lakes and ponds frozen, six 
inches of snow on the ground. 
Mixed woods 45 %, open fields and 
grasslands 45%, town and farm 
buildings 10%. Douglas Moody and 
Scott Moody, reporter). Noone in 
the area had seen any Bobwhites 
this fall or winter. The one Red-
shafted Flicker seen had red in both 
its wings and its mustache. 
Hastings, December 20. A fifteen-
mile' diameter circle, with its center 
south of town, 1.5 miles south of 
Highway 6 and .5 miles east of 
Highway 281. This includes the city 
parks, Parkview Cemetery, Crystal 
Lake, open fields and groves, wood-
lands along the Little Blue River, 
and lagoons west of Glenvil. Cloudy, 
23° to 35°, wind 5 to 15 mph. Some 
ponds frozen but river open, a little 
snow. 7 :45 AM to 4 PM. Nine ob-
servers in six parties; twenty party 
hours, fourteen by car and six on 
foot; party miles 188, 180 by car 
and eight on foot. Miss Clema Bor-
land, Miss Geraldine Heartwell, 
Mrs. Wm. Helzer, Miss Helen 
Kucera, Burton Nelson, Mr. and Mrs. 
Elden Percival, O. W. Ritchey, and 
Mrs. O. W. Ritchey (reporter). The 
Brown Thrasher, apparently a 
healthy bird, was seen by two ob-
servers near Crystal Lake. Hundreds 
of Robins had spent the winter in 
Hastings (to the time of the report), 
presumably because of the open 
winter and the abundance of hack-
beTry seeds. 
Lincoln, December 21. All points 
within a fifteen-mile diameter circle 
with its center at 14 and A, as in 
previous years, to include Pioneers' 
Park, Wyuka Cemetary, Salt and 
Stevens Creeks timbered bottom 
lands, and local farm and pasture 
land. Mostly cloudy all day, clearing 
towrd evening. 25 ° to 31 0, wind 
from 18 to 36 mph, one inch of new 
snow, creeks mostly open, lakes 95% 
frozen. Seven observers in two 
parties, 8 AM to 5 :30 PM. Total 
party hours 18.5, 8.5 by car, ten on 
foot; total party miles 136, 12:5 by 
car, eleven on foot. Oscar Alexis, 
Esther Bennett Katherine Guthrie, 
Ralph Harrington (reporter), Bill 
- 'Text continued on page 13 
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Scotts- GY'ee- Hast- Lin- l'ly- Omaha Nemaha Total 
bluff lev in"s coln more Countv 
Mute Swan 1 1 
Canada Goose 50 50 
Mallard 72 ,000 P 500 101 72 ,601 
Pintail 25 50 75 
Canvasback 1 1 
Common Goldeneve 9 9 
Bufflehead 1 1 
Common Merganser 10 10 
Goshawk 1 1 
Red-tailed Hawk 20 
Red-shouldered Hawk 1 1 
Rough-legged Hawk 1 1 1 1 1 5 
Golden Eagle 1 1 
Bald Eagle P 1 1 
Marsh HavJk 1 p 19 4 28 
Pigeon Hawk 1 1 
Sparrow Hawk 2 4 4 22 
Greater Prairie Chicken P P 
Sharp-tailed Grouse 54 54 
Bobwhite 10 34 57 
Ring-necked Pheasant 5 23 1 46 
Common Snipe 
Ring-billed Gull P p 
Rock Dove 85 14 29 130 
Mourning Dove 2 2 212 82 12 313 
Screech Owl 1 1 
Great Horned Owl P 4 24 
Belted Kingfisher 1 1 1 1 4 
Flicker 13 29 26 67 155 
Red-bellied Vloodpecker 13 30 56 
Yellow-bellied SaDsucker p P 
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Scotts- Gree- Hast- Lin- \'iy- Omaha Nemaha Total 
bluff lev ings coln more County 
Hairy Woodpecker 2 6 4 1 10 29 
Downy Woodpecker 4 10 38 1 70 
Horned Lark 73 240 22 10 32 451 828 
Blue Jay 12 16 30 17 45 10 130 
Steller's Jay 12 12 
Black-billed Magpie 39 1 42 
Common Crow 10 19 22 55 13 44 12 175 
Pinon Jay 25 25 
Black-capped Chickadee 20 28 18 47 44 146 26 329 
Mountain Chickadee 3 
Tufted Titmouse 10 31 1 42 
White-breasted Nuthatch 1 7 16 12 39 4 81 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 1 2 6 33 42 
Brown Creeper 1 12 11 29 
Winter Wren 1 1 
Carolina vIr en 1 7 
Mockingbird 1 1 
Brown Thrasher 1 1 2 
Robin 23 100 200 4 191 19 537 
Eastern Bluebird 5 16 26 
Townsend's Solitaire 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 30 6 36 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 1 1 8 10 
Bohemian Waxwing 
Cedar Waxwing 35 100 22 59 15 231 
Northern Shrike 1 2 
Loggerhead Shrike 2 
Starling 482 180 400 28,012 104 1,650 475 31,303 
House Sparrow 1,437 96 600 1,000 Many 2,285 100 5,518 + 
Meadowlark sp. 33 8 60 102 213 57 2 475 
Redwinged Blackbird 77 3 612 692 
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Scotts- Gree- Hast- Lin- ~ry- Omaha Ne!ll3ha Total 
bluff ley ings coln rrore County 
Rusty Blackbiro 25 25 
Brewer's Blackbiro 31 34 
Canmon Grackle 20 22 10 52 
Brown-headed Cowbiro P 4 4 
Can:linal 9 16 15 159 22 221 
Evening Grosbeak 3 3 
Purple Finch 1 18 7 26 
House Finch 35 35 
Pine Grosbeak 7 7 
Canmon Redpoll 230 1 10 241 
Pine Siskin 4 14 76 96 
American Goldfinch P 18 35 240 13 70 42 418 
Red Crossbill 62 1 63 
Rufous-sided Towhee P P 
Slate-colored Junco 10 30 100 185 54 915 137 1,431 
Oregon Junco 87 2 P 15 4 108 
Tree Sparrow 50 165 75 300 36 806 45 1,477 
Harris' Sparrow 3 20 50 230 40 117 44 504 
White-crowned Sparrow 2 4 5 11 
White-throated Sparrow 
Swamp Sparrow 3 
Song Sparrow 20 20 24 9 73 
Lapland Longspur 500 194 694 
Snow Bunting P P 
Species Reported 49 26 43 41 33 49 30 82 
Present but not seen 4 2 1 4 
Individuals reported 74,665 1,152 2,907 31,164 754+ 8,238 1,011 119,891+ 
Huntley, Hazel Schreiber, Leon Omaha, December 27. All points 
Strickland. within a fifteen-mile diameter circle, 
Nemaha County, January 12. centered at Offutt Lake (about three 
Overcast, no wind. 9 :15 AM to 5 PM. miles north of the junction of the 
Seventy-one miles. Ida May Hey- Platte and Missouri Rivers), to in-
wood, Peru (reporter) and Loy elude Fontenelle Forest, Lake Mana-
Mowery, Auburn. wa (Iowa) State Park, and portions 
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of the Platte and Missouri Rivers. 
Deciduous growth 30%, fields and 
pastures 45%, roadside 20%, water 
5%. 7:30 AM to 4:30 PM. Cloudy, 
snowing, 23 ° to 26 0, wind east to 
southeast, 13 to 29 mph. Three to 
five inches of snow. Waters frozen 
except for rivers and springs. Thirty 
observers in eight parties. Total 
party hours fifty. Curtis D. Abdouch, 
Rose Anderson, Elizabeth Appleby, 
Lennart Y. Berg, Grover Brammel, 
Treva Burd, John Caniglia, Harold 
Chase, Roger Di Silvestro, William 
Erwin, C. E. Heaney Jr., Ann 
Hodgson, Rosemary Holeman, Bill 
Latka Jr., Bill Latka III, Dorothy 
Lammers, Glenn H. Le Dioyt, James 
M. Malkowski, Barbara and Loren 
Padelford, Andy Peters, Jack Phil-
lips, Marie J. Pluta (reporter), 
Richard Russell, Roger Sharpe, E. 
Thomas Stacey, Jean Schneider, Carl 
H. Swanson, Mary Tremaine, Ger-
trude Wood. The Evening Grosbeaks 
were se"en at thirty feet; the Swamp 
Sparrows were seen by two observ-
ers at six yards. 
Scottsbluff, December 20. All 
points within a fifteen-mile diame-
ter circle centered on the bridge 
across the North Platte River at 
South Broadway, to include Scotts-
bluff and Gering. Pastures 25%, 
deciduous growth 35%, hilly ter-
rain 10%, water 25%, conifers 
::l%, town 2%. 7 AM to 4:30 P.M. 
Rain, ice-covered sidewalks and 
pavements in the morning, sunny 
in the afternoon. 31 ° to 51 ° to 
42°. Wind southwest to northwest 
at 5 to 23 to 16 mph. Partial snow 
cover in places. River and drainage 
ditches open, lakes and ponds 
partially frozen. Ten observers in 
four parties; 265 miles by car, three 
by foot. Mrs. R. C. Acton, Mrs. 
Harry Banghart, Lydia E. Bolz, Mrs. 
J. J. Brasher, A. A. Hehnke, Mrs. 
Rosina Hilpert, Mrs. M. A. J. Olson, 
Roy Witschy, Mrs. Roy Witschy 
(reporter), S. R. Y oun . 
The Swan was observed by the 
Nature Club on its June outing. It 
was learned that it had been resting 
and feeding on two farm ponds 
several miles apart. In September 
a farmer in an entirely different 
area reported that the Swan was on 
a seep-fed pond. It was seen in Oc-
tober on the Fall Field Count. 
On the Christmas Count the bird 
was doing well, although it had only 
a small area not iced over. The 
farme-r was throwing it shelled corn, 
and had seen it flying several times. 
In response to a question as to the 
identification Mrs. Witschy said 
that the bird apparently was an 
escaped pet, because it would allow 
them to get as close as fifteen feet 
before it would start to swim away. 
Mr. Witschy had taken a hundred 
feet of colored movies of the swan 
resting, feeding, preening, and 
swimming, and this film was re-
viewed with Mrs. Brashear after the 
question was received. The Swan's 
bill was orange, no black knob, but 
the black design to the eye was 
identical to the Mute Swan picture 
on page 39 in Birds of North Ameri-
ca by Robbins, Brunn, Zim, and 
Singer, and on page 19 of A Field 
Guide to the Birds of Britain and 
Europe by Peterson, Mountfort, and 
Hollom. Peterson et al say the knob 
is greatly enlarged in the male in 
spring. This Swan had a small black 
spot at the center of the tip of the 
bill. Particular attention was paid to 
the location of the nostril, whiCh is 
higher up on the mandible of the 
Mute Swan than it is on the Whist-
ling or Trumpeter Swans. This bird 
had a curve in the neck. Mrs. 
Witschy added that the bird had 
been found later with a wing injury 
and taken to University Lake. 
Mr. Jim McCole, the Game Ward-
en, assisted in getting the count on 
the ducks. He reported that there 
were 75,000 ducks on Lake Minatare, 
'ust outside of the count area, dur-
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ing the day and that they leave to 
feed in the fields until morning. The 
Steller's Jays were seen by a party 
of four. Two families located a few 
miles apart, each with orchards and 
many evergreens, have observed 
about thirty-five of these Jays in a 
flock. They were quick to notice 
that they were not the common Blue 
Jay and to note the topknots. The 
Brewer's Blackbirds were seen at 
WINTER 
The winter meeting was held at 
Lincoln on February 7 and 8, 1970. 
The first day's activities were held 
in the new facilities of the State 
Museum, in Nebraska Hall, and 
were: 
Welcome, by Dr. C. Bernard 
Schultz, Director of the Museum. 
The Christmas Bird Count, Mrs. 
Marie Pluta, Omaha. 
The Christmas Bird Count and Re-
marks on Starlings, Ralph Harring-
ton, Lincoln. 
Influence of Territorial Behavior 
on Population Regulation in Red-
winged Blackbirds, Dr. Larry 
C. Holcomb, Creighton University, 
Omaha. 
The Breeding Bird Survey: Ic-
terids, C. W. Huntley, Crete. 
The Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, 
Everett W. Gross, Doane College. 
In the afternoon Kent Fiala, Be-
atrice, conducted a· tour of the 
N.O.U. Library, and the following 
workshops were held: 
Duck Wings, Dr. Harvey Gunder-
son, University of Nebraska at Lin-
coln. 
Shorebirds, Dr. Mary Tremaine, 
University of Nebraska Medical 
School. 
close range by three observers, with 
glasses, from a car parked at a cattle 
feedlot. The Pine Grosbeaks were 
seen by a party of four. 
Wymore, January 4. Mrs. Lynn 
Hardin and Mrs. Floyd Patton 
(reporter) . Eight-hour period. A 
sighting of what may have been 
Wheatears is not included in the 
tabulation and has been made the 
subj ect of a special "Note". 
MEETING 
Sparrows, Dr. Roger Sharpe, Uni-
versity of Nebraska at Omaha. 
Miscellaneous Difficult Species, 
Kent Fiala, Beatrice. 
A slide show was held in the even-
ing. 
Over fifty individuals attended 
the meeting, although not all were 
present at the same time. Around 
twenty participated in the field trip 
the following day, to Pioneers' Park, 
Pawnee Lake, and the Branched 
Oak Dam vicinity. Thirty-three spe-
cies were identified: Mallard; Red-
tailed, Marsh, and Sparrow Hawks; 
Ring-necked Pheasant; Rock and 
Mourning Doves; Great Horned 
Owl, Long-eared Owl (one found 
dead where they had been seen pre-
vious, no live ones observed), 
Flickers (both types), Hairy and 
Downy Woodpeckers, Horned Lark, 
Blue Jay, Common Crow, Black-
capped Chickadee, Red - breasted 
Nuthatch, Robin, Cedar Waxwing, 
Starling, House Sparrow, Eastern 
and Western Meadowlarks, Brown-
heade·d Cowbird, Cardinal, Common 
Redpoll, Pine Siskin, American Gold-
finch, Red Crossbill, Slate-colored 
Junco; Tree, Harris', and Song 
Sparrows. 
The Cooper Ornithological Society and the Wilson Ornithological Society 
will meet jointly at Colorado State University in Fort Collins from Thurs-
day, 18 June to Sunday, 21 June 1970. Further Information can be obtained 
from the CSU Office of Conference Services, Room 178, Student Center, 
Fort Cvllins, Colorado 80521. 
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NOTES 
LITTLE BLUE HERON. The Re-
vised Check-list of Nebraska Birds, 
1958, lists the Little Blue Heron as a 
rare post breeding summer visitant 
with occasional spring records from 
the Hastings area and one from 
Brule, Keith County. 
On April 28, 1969, I observed an 
adult Little Blue Heron on a 7 acre 
pond along Pine Creek in Brown 
County, 7 miles west and 4 miles 
north of Bassett. The bird was ob-
served on subsequent days through 
May 3. 
-Robert lFood, Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission, Bassett 
On May 1, 1969, I observed an 
adult Little Blue Heron on the Mis-
souri River approximately 1.5 miles 
east and 2 miles south of the town 
of Nemaha, Nebraska. The bird was 
observed along the east bank of the 
Missouri River. 
-Ken Johnson, Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission, Lincoln 
BLACK - CROWNED NIGHT 
HERON. June 22, 1969, by a road-
side pond on Highway 2 near Anti-
och, Mrs. Alfred Blinde and I saw a 
Black-crowned Night Heron swallow 
a rather large garter snake. When 
we first saw it, the bird was just 
swallowing the last of the snake. Im-
mediately the bird started vomiting 
the snake. It didn't come easy. The 
bird turned its head rapidly from 
side to side whipping the snake 
back and forth so vigorously that 
the bird fell backwards, sitting on 
its tail. This occurred several times 
with a rest period between. The 
whole process must have taken at 
least five minutes. When the snake 
finally came out the head end was 
quite bloody. We assumed that the 
snake was dead, probably, before the 
bird started to swallow it. We watch-
ed for a little while longer. The Her-
on didn't start eating the snake in 
that period of time. 
-Doris Gates, Chadron 
LEAST BITTERN. Dr. Larry C. 
Holcomb saw Least Bitterns from 
late May through early June, 1968, 
in Douglas County. This information 
was received too late to be included 
in the 1968 Spring Migration Report. 
WHITE-F ACED GLOSSY IBIS 
IN GARDEN COUNTY. On April 
25, 1967 I encountered a flock 
of fifteen White-faced Glossy Ibis, 
Plegadis chihi, on the edge of a small 
lake near the eastern boundary of 
Crescent Lake National Wildlife 
Refuge in Garden County, Nebraska. 
I was accompanied by the refuge 
manager, John Wilbrecht, who also 
had the opportunity to confirm the 
identification with the aid of a 25 
power spotting scope. There was no 
doubt that all of the members of the 
flock were of the chihi population, 
since they all exhibited the well-de-
fined white lores. We observed the 
flock for about fifteen minutes, at 
a distance of perhaps 30 yards. The 
morning was a brisk 20 degrees, and 
the flock congregated on the south 
shore of this small lake, basking in 
the sun and feeding in the shallow 
water beyond the ice which fringed 
the lake. 
-Roger S. Sharpe, Department of 
Biology, University of 
Nebraska at Omaha 
WHISTLING SWANS. On April 
4, 1969, I saw two Whistling Swans 
on a basin near here, the first I've 
ever seen in Nebraska. They stayed 
the one day and were gone by the 
nxt. The first time I saw them was 
early in the morning and I got quite 
close, but the rest of the day they 
seemed very wild and stayed mostly 
at the far end of the pond. 
-Lee Morris, Benedict 
BLACK DUCK. On December 12, 
1968, I saw a Black Duck which had 
been shot near Valley, Douglas 
County. -Larry C. Holcomb, Omaha 
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COMMON SNIPE. The Revised 
Check-list of Nebraska Birds, 1958, 
states that Common Snipe have been 
known to breed in Garden County. 
On May 11, 1969, I observed an 
adult Common Snipe and two newly 
hatched young cross a road in Rock 
County, half a mile west of Basset. 
-Robert Wood, Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission, Bassett 
WHIMBREL and DUNLIN. I saw 
my first Whimbrel on our own basin 
on May 13, and a Dunlin in the same 
place on May 21, 1969. 
-Lee Morris, Benedict 
MOURNING DOVE SWIMS. This 
summer, 1968, I had an unusual ex-
perience, in that I saw a Mourning 
Dove swimming. I was approaching 
one of the gravel pits that is now 
used as city dump grounds, and the 
bird flew up from the sand along the 
edge of the water. It flew with some 
evidence of effort, and when it had 
gone perhaps as much as 75 feet 
it gradually settled into the water 
about 25 feet from shore. 
It immediately took off across 
the water, swimming directly away 
from me and using wings in unison 
as if it were swimming a breast 
stroke. This carried it, with one 
short period of rest, to a pile of 
old tree trunks, and it climbed in-
to them. I went around and tried 
to find it and saw it once, very 
briefly, sitting on the rough bark 
surface of one of the logs. I was 
not able to see it again, but it was 
well out of the water and apparent-
ly not suffering from its bath. 
-Ray S. Wycoff, Lexington 
GRAY JAY IN DOUGLAS COUN· 
TY. The Gray Jay (Perisoreus cana-
densis) has not been reported in the 
eastern part of Nebraska. On No-
vember 12, 1968, I saw one at the 
Two Rivers State Recreation Area. 
I am familiar with the bird from 
previous close sightings in Wyoming 
and Wisconsin. 
-Larry C. Holcomb, Omaha 
CLARK'S NUTCRACKER. Au-
gust, 1969, Lon Lemmon who man-
ages the Ponderosa Special Use 
Area south of Crawford called to 
say he saw Clark's Nutcrackers on 
the Area and earlier he had seen 
them in the Metcalf Area north of 
Hay Springs. 
Shortly after that, Mrs. Alfred 
Blinde and I were in Chadron State 
Park and six or eight of the birds 
fed on the ground within a few feet 
of us. Farther on we saw and heard 
them all around us. Since that time 
to the present (J anuary, 1970) I 
have heard or seen them many times. 
One Sunday while walking in a 
deep canyon along the west border 
of Chadron State Park I heard and 
saw husks of seeds come down from 
the pines and looked up to discover 
many Clark's Nutcrackers feeding 
in the cones. 
Dr. Larry Holcomb stated in Oc-
tober that he had seen some in 
the Pine Ridge the previous year in 
October. This indicates they have 
been here more than a year. 
Mrs. Joyce Brashear of Gering 
saw Clark's Nutcrackers in the 
Wildcat Hills last summer (1969) 
and wonders if they might have 
nested there. They were still around 
when they made their Christmas 
count. 
According to the Revised Check-
list of Nebraska Birds, 1958, there 
are occasional records, some as far 
east as Plattsmouth and Omaha, but 
most are from the Pine Ridge of 
western Nebraska 
-Doris Gates, Chadron 
BLACK-BILLED MAGPIE. On 
November 12 and December 12, 1968, 
I saw a Black-billed MagpIe near 
Ames, Dodge County. 
-L.arry C. Holcomb, Omaha 
DIPPER OBSERVATION IN 
HOLT COUNTY. On December 26, 
1969 I observed a bird which I be-
lieve to be a Dipper. It was sighted 
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along a small cold-water, spring-fed 
stream which flows into the Nio-
brara River approximately seven 
miles downstream from the Highway 
281 bridge which crosses the Nio-
brara. I observed it for about five 
minutes and approached the bird to 
within ten feet. Upon observation I 
concluded that it was a Dipper be-
cause of its incessant dipping be-
havior and general morphology. It 
was a brownish-gray, short-tailed 
bird about the size of a robin. In 
checking various field guid~s I 
ruled-out all other possibilities ex-
cept the Dipper, Cinclue mexic'anus. 
-William J. Erwin, Department of 
Biology, University of 
Nebraska at Omaha 
WHEATEARS? On January 4, 
1970, Mrs. Lena Hardin and I were 
driving around looking for Horned 
Larks and Longspurs. It was very 
cold but quite sunny. The ground 
was covered with snow. We were on 
a side road about four miles east of 
Wymore which had been rocked 
quite recently. It was well packed 
with snow but the rocks showed 
through here and there. In the road 
ahead of us we saw a flock of birds 
which we thought were Horned 
Larks. We stopped and verified that 
they were with our binoculars. Sud-
denly they flew out over a field, 
leaving five birds behind. They were 
about 75 feet away and we could see 
them very well but not for long. The 
thing that caught our eye was the 
long wings hanging down. We could 
see no tail. The underparts were a 
bronze-buff, the wings and back a 
medium brown. They stood and were 
shaped like robins or bluebirds. We 
realize that the tails, being white, 
would not show against the snow, 
and that the black mark on the tail 
would not have been noticed among 
the rocks. 
The illustrations of the Wheatear 
in both Peterson's Guide and Pough's 
Audubon Guide look just like the 
birds we saw. 
-Mrs. Florence Patton, Wymore 
The A.O.U Check-list (1957) lists 
Wheatears as accidental in Colorado 
(Boulder), New York, Pennsylvania, 
and Louisiana. The Revised Check-
list of Nebraska Birds includes the 
Wheatear on the hypothetical list be-
cause the original identification was 
later withdrawn,-Ed. 
LARK BUNTINGS. Clyde and 
Emma Johnson, of Omaha, found a 
flock of Lark Buntings on the Uni-
versity of Nebraska Experimental 
Farm at Mead. They were observed 
several times in the late spring of 
1969. This is farther east than they 
are usually seen other than as iso-
lated migrants. 
SWiAMP SPARROW BREEDING 
ON THE MIDDLE LOUP RIVER. 
According to the N.O.U. Checklist 
(1958) the Swamp Sparrow, Melo-
spiza georgiana, is "a locally rare 
summer resident in the northern 
part of the state and in the Loup 
River Valley. Status of this bird is 
poorly known." This note is intended 
to confirm that at least a small 
population of Swamp Sparrows still 
breeds in the valley of the Middle 
Loup River near Cairo, Nebraska. 
Mr. Bill Lemburg, who lives on the 
banks of the Middle Loup about five 
miles north of Cairo, found a small 
population of breeding Swamp Spar-
rows about a mile downstream from 
his farm in a marshy area near the 
river. He found one nest in June, 
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1969, containing four eggs and noted 
that there were several singing 
males in the area. 
-Roger S. Sharpe, Department of 
Biology, University of 
Nebraska at Omaha 
ALBINOS. On August 18, 1969, I 
observed a pure albino Redwinged 
Blackbird in Hooker County. 
-Glenn H. LeDioyt, Omaha 
On August 20, 1969, Mrs. Lorene 
Mckulsky of Murray, Nebraska, ob-
served an albino House Sparrow in 
her back yard, being fed by the par-
ent bird. I saw the bird often at the 
feeding station with many other 
House Sparrows. It appeared white 
at first, but as it grew older its wing 
feathers showed a slight grayish 
color. I could not distinguish the 
color of its eyes with 7 x 35 binocu-
lars. I have not seen it since October 
1. (Written in mid-November. Ed) 
-Lois M. Horn, Murray 
AN EXTENSION OF THE 
RANGE OF THE LEAST SHREW 
(Cryptotis parva) IN NEBRASKA. 
I collected a Least Shrew, Cryptotis 
parva, on November 26, 1967 in the 
Nebraska National Forest. Bessey 
Division in Thomas County, Nebras-
ka, (Sec. 34, T22N, R26W). It was 
caught in a baited snap trap which 
was placed under a fence line in 
two to three feet tall grass, primari-
ly Little Bluestem, Andropogon 
scoparius, Prairie Sandreed, Cala-
movilfa longfolia, and Sand Love-
grass, Eragrostis trichodes. This sec-
tion of the forest consisted of scat-
tered Ponderosa Pine, Pinus ponde-
rosa, and native grasses. 
This is the first record of the 
Least Shrew collected from Thomas 
County. According to Jones (J. Knox 
Jones Jr. 1964. Distribution & 
Taxonomy of Mammals of Nebraska. 
University of Kansas Press. pp 70-
73.), it has been recorded in central 
Lincoln County; in eastern Cherry 
County; and in Antelope County. 
This left a void in its recorded oc-
currence for the central portion of 
Nebraska which is filled by this 
trapping record. 
The measurements were: total 
length 72mm; tail length 12mm; 
hind foot 10mm; weight 3.51 gr. The 
specimen was donated to the Uni-
versity of Nebraska State Museum 
Lincoln, Nebraska, where it is cata~ 
loged as number ZM-13032. 
I wish to acknowledge the aid 
given by Dr. Harvey Gunderson at 
the Nebraska State Museum in con-
firming this as the first record of 
the Least Shrew in Thomas County. 
-Glen E. Dappen, Department of 
Biology, Nebraska Wesleyan 
University, Lincoln 
BLACK-FOOTED FERRET. A 
Black-footed Ferret was observed at 
close range shortly after sunrise on 
the morning of July 3, 1969, in Box 
Butte County. My son, R. G. Le-
Dioyt, and I were in our car at the 
edge of a wheat field sixteen miles 
west and three miles north of Alli-
ance when the animal emerged from 
the wheat only twenty feet from us. 
It stood still for several seconds and 
appeared to be as curious about us 
as we were of it. It was larger than 
a weasel; its four black feet were 
striking; and its dark cheeks were 
obvious in the early morning light. 
The ferret appeared to be· heading 
for a rough canyon pasture which 
bordered on the wheat field, but our 
presence tended to block its path, 
and it returned to the wheat. (The 
Black-footed Ferret has been desig-
nated an endangered species by the 
Department of the Interior. Ed.) 
-Glenn H. LeDioyt, Omaha 
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THE WARBLERS OF NORTH 
AMERICA. Frank M. Chapman. 
Dover Publications, Inc. New York, 
1968. 307 pp. 24 color plates, 8-
black-and-white. $3.00. 
This is a reprint of the third 
(1917) edition, with a foreword by 
Dean Amadon giving changes in the 
names. The color plates are not up 
to modern standards, but do give a 
better idea of the bird's appearance 
than black-and-white. Four of the 
other plates show a total of 120 
eggs - usually two or three for each 
species, which gives some idea of the 
variations in a species. There is an 
introductory section on warblers in 
general, and then individual life his-
tories, similar to, but shorter than, 
those in Bent's Life Histories (also 
reprinted by Dover, in two volumes, 
$2.50 each). 
Ed. 
THE WAY BIRDS LIVE. Ed--
ward A. Armstrong. Dover Publica-
tions, Inc. New York, 1967. 30 pho-
tographs, 42 drawings, 97pp. $1.50. 
This is a fourth revised edition of 
a book first published in 1945. It 
contains numerous short paragraphs 
on aspects of bird life and behavior, 
some of which end up with a ques-
tion and a suggestion that the reader 
be the one to find the answer to the 
question. The book would seem to be 
well designed to arouse interest and 
the author has some suggestions). 
promote further reading (for which 
Ed. 
WHOOPING CRANES. Resources 
Publication 75, Superintendent of 
Documents, Washington, D. C. 20402. 
10¢. 
The Whooping Crane Conservation 
Association calls this "a very concise 
pamphlet containing a population 
status chart. 
